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July 09, 2021 
 

 
 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 
Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members: 

Next Meeting:  Council, July 12, 7:00 pm. 

Natalie Dean reports that all second bid requests are now out to local contractors for the 

Neighborhood Enhancement Program.  While we wait for 2nd estimates, we are in a holding 

pattern.  In the meantime, if you know a licensed local contractor that has not received our 

request for estimates, please share Natalie’s information with them:  NDean@dowagiac.org. 

 

Deputy Police Chief David Toxopeus reports 

1.  100 block of N. Mill subject living in trailer.   

 Second verbal warning was issued with a deadline. Camper was moved. 
 

2.  600 block of McCleary St.   

Issued 1 citation for blight, junk automobiles and 2nd citation for large amount of 

trash.  Court hearing will be held on 7-14. 
 

3. 200 block of Marion.  Subject burning trash from house.    

Verbal Warning.  Authorities stood by while fire was extinguished. 
 

4. 100 block of N. Mill subject moved the camper 3 houses down and to the other side of 

the street.   Issued 1 citation for living in camper.  2nd citation to the home owner for 

large amount of trash in yard.   Neighbors state subject hasn’t been staying in camper 

since citation issued.   Court hearing scheduled for 7-28. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski, reports on projects across the City. Storms 

sweeping through the area kept us busy 

again, knocking down a pole on Prairie 

Ronde, a line on Cross St., and numerous 

limbs throughout the city and Sister Lakes, 

also resulting in several outages.   

 

MEC, AEP, contractors, and city crews 

worked throughout the weekend to keep 

sewers flowing, and restore service as 

quickly as was possible.  Following this 

event, we carried out June disconnects, and 

cut power at the pole due to a tamper.   
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MEC also assisted with a leaning pole on Walnut.  MEC, 

City, and Wolford worked to trouble-shoot an electrical 

problem at the Snow building. 

 

The previously reported sink holes on Commercial and 

Amerihost Drive both resulted from breaches in storm 

catch-basins, and have been repaired.  An onsite progress 

meeting was held at Front and Pokagon, during which 

solutions for ponding issues, an approach, and timing was 

discussed.  Weather permitting, concrete work will begin 

Monday, with pulverizing and paving to follow.  We 

received bids from Arnt and Chorba for water/sewer 

repair patching.  MDOT is investigating sunken pavement 

on eastbound E. Division.  The crew continues pot-hole 

patching and street sweeping.  And, the lateral issues at 

143 S. Front were resolved with a cured-in-place lining. 

 

We assisted SLAUA with repairing a lateral riser that was hit by a boring contractor, and with 

water intrusion at B8.  Although previously reporting that Indian Lake generators were ready, 

they were actually ready for fuel delivery.  Wolverine has since been working to wire and test 

the previously installed generators.  Mitch attended the SLAUA Board meeting.  We worked 

through communication, transducer, and power issues at Penn Tower in the CCWS.  And, we 

assisted Cassopolis with a lift-station pump failure in the CAUA. 

 

The landfill was mowed and quarterly inspection completed.  

The EPA Risk and Resilience assessment for the city was 

submitted.  And, EGLE hosted a teleconference CCWS survey 

including F&V and the city, with an on-site visit scheduled for 

July 15th. 

 

SEMCO hired Chorba to pave their work completed on Main St. 

and in the alley.  We are now working with SEMCO on their 

next project of running new lines down Cleveland and into 

Indian Hills. 

 

USDA electrical plans for the WWTP continue.  Lincoln and 

Water Tower parks were spruced-up with some power-washing 

and painting.  Progress at Beckwith Park continues, with paver 

installation underway.  And, countless other projects and tasks 

are underway. 

 

Beckwith Park and  

downtown will be ready for                            

Summer in the City next weekend.  

            

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 

  


